
YOUR
CARDS
FOR
KITCHEN 
SANITY

Your kitchen is  a sanctuary,  but on 
Thanksgiving, your peace is  often at r isk.  
And too many cooks in your kitchen is ,  
wel l ,  too many cooks.  So stack the deck 
in your favor by giv ing fr iends and family 
other ways to lend their  wel l - intended 
helping hands.

Use these cards to assign tasks to your 
loved ones,  and make sure you’ve got al l  
the space you need to make everything 
you want.

Hi!

Thanksgiving cal ls  for more than 
“sett ing the table.” Fold the 

napkins,  forks on the left ,  name 
tags in place (and strategical ly 

placed for minimal pol i t ical-talk 
drama).  Make it  a masterpiece.

 A worthy home for the feast that 
wi l l  soon be rest ing on it .   

THE DECORATOR
Your job is  s imple,  but 

supremely important.  You’ l l  need 
to put on your thankful  face for 
each and every family member 

and fr iend that walks through the 
door.  And keep them moving 

r ight past the kitchen. 

THE GREETER



After the cooking is  done 
(and a photo of the bird has 

been snapped),  i t ’s  your turn.  
Remove the stuff ing, s l ice,  

dice and divvy.  And be careful  
with that carving knife!  

THE CARVER

You’re the fun one. Pouring, 
mixing, ref i l l ing, taking orders.  

And don’t  forget to pour a 
glass for me ( just leave it  on 

the counter,  I ’ l l  f ind it ) .

THE 
DRINK MASTER In the f inal  moments before the 

feast,  you need to spring into 
act ion. Get the TV shut off ,  the 

kids off  the uncles and every 
s ingle body in a seat.  You’ l l  

del iver the news, then I ’ l l  
del iver the goods. 

THE HERDER

When plates are empty and 
stomachs are ful l ,  i t ’s  your t ime 

to shine. And shine you wi l l .  
That means clear ing and loading 
the dishwasher whi le I  put things 

back where I  l ike them.

THE CLEANER



Keeping this day running 
smoothly is  no easy task.  That’s 
why I ’m leaving the running to

 you. Run for more ice,  run i f  I  run 
out of whipping cream, and run 
through the checkl ist .  On your

 mark,  get set,  go.   

THE RUNNER
Your object ive is  to keep the 

kiddos out of the kitchen. 
Tel l  them that anything on 

the countertop is  lava.  When 
dinner is  served, there wi l l  be a 

seat at the grown-ups table 
wait ing for you.

THE BABYSITTER

The self ie game is  strong with 
this  one. Turn your talents and 
your camera around to capture 

some family moments.  Corral  the 
group together for a family 
photo, snap some candids 

before dinner.  Don’t  forget to 
Photoshop me in later.  

THE SHUTTERBUG

I f  dinner conversat ion turns as 
dry as white meat,  that’s  your 

cue. L iven up the party with your 
hi lar ious vacat ion anecdotes,  

neighborhood gossip and party 
tr icks.  Anything to keep people 

laughing and from leaving 
before dessert .

THE 
ENTERTAINER


